


The f i s h  of Lake Huron that are of com- 

mercial value are the bTackinar trout, the 0015 

mon and the menominee rhitefirh, the Wall-eped 

pike ,  aal led pickerel ,  t h e  L . k e  herrine and 

the sturgeon. To these may be addail suckera 

antt the yellow psrah rhiah are aold in uonald- 

erable quantitieo f'rm Sagfnar River and Bay 

' duriw the winter. f i e ,  n u k a l m g e ,  p m s  

pike, blaak bass and othera are aawht in small 

quafitities but are scaroely of' umsretal kb 

p t a n o e .  

In the S t .  Clair River many pickerel are 

taken by troll ing and a t  the head of tha riv- 

er pickerel,  atwason and other f irh  am taken 

With t h e  6ebML h l b  -Vel b d 6  in t h h  10- 
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ron t o  Sand Beaah th(. ooast is very uniform; 

no bays or points north mentioning; within 

t h i s  d i a t m c e  the Lake receives many small 

streams, but none permanent anouch or l a r g e  

enough t o  make them avaUable  fo r  spawning 

fish. The Lake is encroaahing on t h i s  coast  

80 t h a t  sudimenta o f  sand and clay are aon- 

s t a n t l y  forming along the shore, the bottom oon- 

s i e t i n g  of  e t h i n  Paye r  of sediments over hard 

pan or rock so t h a t  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  dind 

ground where n e t  atakes oan he driven. In  

the whole dietanae there  a r e  no good spawnin(S 

grounds i n  the  ahallow raters o r  t r i bu ta ry  

streme. And t h i s  s t r i p  of coast  does not 

seem t o  be a eood feeding po-and. The piok- 

8-1, t r o u t ,  whitefish,  sturgeon and other  

fish caught in t h e  pound ne t s  alone thia c o a r t  

ieem t o  be mere stramlera f r o o n  the  great 

aahools of f i s h  found on spawning pounds, 

feeding grounda, or in motion between suoh 

grounds. The her r ing  are caught i n  g rea t  

nunborn during the -11 and appear t o  be a i  

mamaroam as ever, while t h e  o ther  kinds have 

~ t l y . Q f m i ~ @ i r r h r s 8 .  in nmbers and in si88 of 

tnd $v idrralr r e . .  . .  



The f i shemen alonl: t h l s  coast do not aeem 

prosperous; the ir  iricome i . 1  m a i n l y  from the 

herrinc aatch. 

From Sand Beaclh around to Oak Point, a 

distance of  about f o r t y  miles, the coast 18 

rocky  or 6ax~ly, ani? there i a  not a pound.net 

in  the #hole distance. The coast l a  .exposed ..> 

* t o  nior%?terly winds,' hae no 8006 geedine or 

'%pawniny, g r a r M s  and l e  frequented by 80 f e w  

'ff'8h that fishermen Rre not attraated to its 

rtormy raters .  I' ' 
e... ." .. , 

' . I '  Saginar River i 8  the largest  tributary o f  

Lake Huron. 'Phis river and the 8hallOW waters L L  

of SaSinar Bey near the mouth of the river aon- 

ati'tute the pr inc ipal  spawning ground for the 

-. ' v a l l - e p d  pike o f  Lake Huron. Theee f i s h  

.'apam in the spring 3uet as the i o e  is breaking 
. the 

and 
up, andA8aorea and scores of  net8 off the 

ialanda,,along the shores of  Stxflinan Ray f'rom 

Oak Point around to Tans were put out for 

' 1 . *.. 

the purpoae of  ca tuh iw these pike as they 

m v e  a lor ly  baak toward the deep waters of' the 

LakB aft- upawning. ' 

1 .* 
. A + .  .. . 

L .,, ,. ." a 

%e aatckr 1s pickerel ,  herriw, aatfirh, h .  . 1 
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enakers, perch, w i t h  some rhi tef ieh  and trout. 

More piakarel are aaught i n  the  aprin43, more 

herring in the fall. The rall-eyed p i k e  i a  

1 the f l a h  o f  8acinaw BEY. One man said re 

a l l  f f s h  for  pickerel, bIrt r e  often make more 

money from the other ffsh a a v h t ,  than from 

them. No upamins fish are cawht .  

About the Charity Islands there are good 

spawning bed8 for vhi tef i sh  and th is  fish makes 

up a larger part of the catch in the reelon of 

thsae Island@. 

North of Tawas there are several dood 

grounds f o r  spannin~: whitefish ~ n d  spawning 

grounds for trout are not far away. The main 

oatch eOn8i8tR Of Whitafi6h and trout t l t h  an 

abundanae o f  herrinl: i n  the fall, In addition \ .  

1 to  these menominee nhttef iah, pickerel,  auekers 

.snd peroh 8ro aaught. 

G i l l  net fishiw is aarrled  on extensive- 

t y  off Sam7 Beach, Port Aurtin, T@kwalb, Osooll. 

or Au Sable,'Alpsru, Rogers Ci ty  and in the 

neighborhood of Speataole reef, routh of Point 

.I. c De tour. During *the 8eauon American f Isher- 

men have a6 mny a b  150 miles of Wine in these 

vaterr. The neta are wt from 5 t o  50 miler 

r .t * 



off' shore i n  n a t e r  from 10 t o  60 fathom deep, 

The c a t c h  of the z i l l  net8 is mainl:7 t r o u t  and 

wlii tefish a l l  of cood s ize .  

As to the  movements of the f i s h  t!ie tes- 

* " * "timony was oonf l i c t inc .  The fish doubtless 

move from their syapminl: :?rounds t o  t h e i r  fecd- 

ing grounds anrl back clqain. There seems also 

t o  be more o r  less movements of  fish along the 

c o a s t  perhqs i n  search o f  food, Then t he re  

appears t o  be movements of f i s h  from deep t o  

.skcllaa wnter and back acain. Bie movement 

of the p i c k e r e l  in to  SREinRV B a y  during t h o  

% i n t e r  and out a K ~  n i n  the sprinr: is t h e  most 

d e f i n i t e  and bes t  known movement of Lake Iluron 

f i s h ,  FTany think t h a t  whi te f i sh  come f r o m  

Lake Superior into Lake FTuron i n  tbe  spr inc,  

' h r g e  numbess tusninf: westwarc! in to  Lake ?Tic!l- 

i@n. Others think the main movement of the 

w!iitefish is f 'mm deep water t o  shallow water 

and back a@in, and. eac!i pa r ty  has more o r  lens 

evirlencc! which seems to s u s t a i n  i t s  view of 

the  CEtSe. 

In recard t o  the  number of fish now as 



aompared w i t ? i  the pas t  m c ! ~  i n t e r e s t i n g  evi- 

clence was taken. Xerrinc, perch an4 suckers 

seem t o  be as abundant 8 s  ever; trout and pick- 

e r e l  have decreased sonew?mt, while the white- 

f i s h  ana stirrgeon are bzt  R f m c t i o n  of  t h e i r  

fome'r  numbers . 
Sancitt~t 'frok? m i l l s ,  bark from r a f t s  of .. I . 

logs, ashes and. cinders from steamers, offal 

o f  fish, s e w c ~ e  from towns and o the r  opera- 

t ions  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  mny hme so def i l ed  many 

portions of t h e  Lake RS t o  mike it distwsteful  

t o  some fish, fbrcinr; them t o  m f m t e  t o  o ther  

l o c ~ l i t i e s  Tithou+, sndanqerinc t h e i r  l i v e s .  

* +  The dirtifli'shed number of fist1 is tl*e to over 

' *fishinC T r i m  m a l l  meshed nets .  F i e  cahitc- 

fish has sufferecl'nort? thnn the  t rou t ,  as i t  is 

more frequently found i n  shallow water and has 

haen the prey  o f  t h e  s m ~ l l  meshefl pound net .  

The :rout are  founcl in deeper m t e r  and still 

exist  i n  Ereat, numbers 8nc5 mm:7 of the sill 
net fisliemert %re' mtkint: money. ' 



l im Hunkctt, of' Sand Beach, made over $3,000 

f o r  hiseq loyers ,  Etnd mr,tig o thers  fourld it a 

p r o f i t a b l e  mmson. The p icke re l  Rre a l so  

PRirly abundant s t: ill. 

If a l l  pound nets used during the sprinf ;  

and s m e r  UT, t o  the time o f  the >er r ing  run 

were o f  3l/2 or 4 inch mesh, f ront ,  sides and 

back, n i t h  smaller mesh n e t s  in the  f a l l  for 

the her r inc ,  the whi te f i sh  would soon be more 

abundant and of  b e t t e r  s i z e .  If to this meas- 

u r e  be added a judicious p l an t ing  of white- 

'fish, troutt nnA p icke re l ,  there  would continue 

to be an ample supnly o f  these fis!i in s p i t e  of' 

t he  extensive fishing q e r a t i o n s .  

In reprf? t o  the sturr;.eon, I coulir get no 

.data t h z t  woulct help m e  t o  see any wct:~ of hfri- 

der in3 t h e i r  des t ruc t  ion. 

T h e  pound,nets consfs t  o f  leader, heart, 

* htnnel and m.' Sometimes B pound stands 

by i tself ,  but o f t e n  several 8 r e  aombincd to- 

' "pther fominjF; 'a series "or strinl:  of pounds, 

The leader coi-mences a t  t 3 e  shore ar a t  r?lny. 

d i s t ance  from the rttiore up t o  a ha l f  mile or 

more, dependinfl on the depth of whter 'ane nature  
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of  t h e  bottom. The lefiders al"e c o r n o n l y  f r o m  

40 t o  50 rods long, sometinlefl l ess ,  sometimes 

8 8  fonc '70 or 80 rods or  w e n  longer, 

The hear t ,  w;:icEi, f'ollowinc t h e  ciLm?es 

-is fran 7 to+ 20 roes long, with  funnel ex- 

'tcnfls 4 or 5 rocln !Yom the  end of the leacler t o  

*. t* pot .  

The p o t  is usud,l:i 2 .̂, 30 or 32 4t. a q u ~ r e  

anc? about as crferp 2s the vmtw in w h i c h  it 

s t a m l a .  ATOTJ: t h e  islends tovmrc? t?ie north 

t h c  a a t c r  Cecpenz rzpiclly and sinfle poumla 

"-'@%Ctlr, but selclom reaching a depth of' more than 

35 or 40 ft. , . w  

The ne ts  Rre maCe  of cotton twine, the 

mesh o f  t h e  l o a d e r  is f r o m  6 to 8 inches, of" 

t hc  heart  fro?? 4 t o  5 inches, of the pot  3 t o  

3'/2 fnc!ics i n  front and on the sides,  w i th  a 

2, t o  2'/2 Zm:r  mesh in t h e  back. The twine 

ig mualL;? treatec? w i t h  !lot. tar  t o  prevent Cpo- 

c%y, Wfch opera t ion  shrinks the mesh from '/5 

' 
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Besifles the80 poun~?.s i n  the Bay er Lako 

we f o u n d  R few small pounds near B e y  port and 

in the  Quanna River. The pots were 

10 o r  12  f t .  square i n  shallow water, w i t h  only 

75 or 100 feet lenders .  The mesh usu~lly 

smaller  than i n  the lerr-er ones. About Ray- 

p o r t  and. in ' t he  youths o f  s o ~ e  r i v e r s  on t h o  

"west s ide  of' the  Ray there  were a few Fyke 

'nets. T.~ese usuall:r were of small mesh. 

'Die till ne t s  were usual ly  of  l i n e n  twine, 

usually of n m r Q  5 inch mesh. 

Pound. n e t s  bolonqiny, tu d i f f e r e n t  p a r t i e s  

are ereldom l e s s  than one m i l e  apar t ,  y e t  pounds 

%elonzinc t o  the sbme p a r t i e s  were o f t e n  w i t h -  

'in h a l f  that  distance of' each other without 

ayyarent detriment. 

The ciedretPse in the  number o f  fie11 is  gen- . .  . 

' e ra l ly  charged t o  the pound nets. %ether 

t h i s  be j u s t  to t h e  pound nets or not the 

catc!i of the pound. nets,  reachin,: out scarce ly  

a mile from &lore, and occurr.inr: a t  wide in- 

t e rva l s ,  inCicpctesl tha t  a l a r c e  po r t ion  of tho 

f i s h  o r  Lake Xuron spent5 t h e i r  time near t h o  

*'~sY1o~'cf, sspeeiallft a t  certain seasons of" the 

gear. And it Beem c e r t a i n  t h a t  they move t o  /I I &  



and Ira7 t h e  shore a s  well as RIOTIS t % e  a!iore. 

fn  pleasant veather t'le inqitie pouncls of- 

ten g e t  more f ish.  In stormy weiithor t h e  out- 

s i d e  pounrlc: are sei2 to do 5est. 


